Rb1 gene expression in B-cell lymphocytic leukaemia cases with deletion in the 13q14 region.
Recent studies have been carried out to delineate further the role of the Rb1 gene in B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukaemia (B-CLL). The suggested role of the Rb1 gene in this disease was based on cytogenetic data. CLL patients (40 in toto) were examined using cytogenetic and molecular biological methods. R-banding analysis of metaphase chromosomes revealed aberrations in only seven cases containing either the Rb1 gene or a chromosome 13 monosomy. No evident differences were found by RT-PCR analysis of Rb1 gene expression. The amounts of the RT-PCR products obtained appeared to be approximately equal in all cases, and was independent of the clinical stage, immunophenotypes and LPS or TPA stimulation.